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Preschool Teacher Introduction Packet 2019-2020 
 

September 2019 
 
 Welcome to the As We Grow Preschool!  A great year is in store for your preschooler.  We 

would like to tell you about what we’ll be doing this year. There are many important events to make 

note of for future reference. 

 

Newsletters-Each month you will receive a calendar and newsletter via email. We will also post it on 

the park district website, as well as have a few hard copies at preschool.  It’s important that you read 

these so that you will be aware of holiday parties, field trips and important announcements. 

 

Field Trips-We will be going on several exciting field trips during the school year. The first two will be 

just for our 4-year old classes. At this time, we have tentative plans to go on an apple picking trip to 

the Knigge’s house (Wauconda’s former Mayor) located on Bonner Road. We will transport the 

students in the park district bus. We hope to have confirmation of this field trip by the first week of 

school. The second will be a trip to the Wauconda Fire Department, on Wednesday, October 2nd.  

Please dress your child for the weather and with closed toed shoes. We will plan on walking to the fire 

department. If the weather is not accommodating, we will transport the children by park district bus.  

We will choose several parents to help us chaperone.  For our 3-year old classes, we will have a 

firefighter come to our classroom on Tuesday, October 1st. On Wednesday, October 9th, the M/W/F 

4’s AM and PM classes will be taking school buses to the Stade Farm and Market.  We will be 

drawing names for several chaperones to join us that day.  There will be no afternoon classes that 

day. On Thursday, October 10th, the T/TH 3’s will be going to Didier Farm. Parents are asked to 

transport their children and stay with us to enjoy this day. We will meet at Didier Farm at 9:30 am for 

the morning class and 12:30 pm for the afternoon class. Information and permission slips will be 

coming home at the end of September for the Pumpkin trips.  In late October and mid-December, we 

will be taking the M/W/F 4’s classes to a local senior center to sing and spread holiday cheer, during 

their regularly scheduled class time. In the spring, we will take all the children to the Wauconda Area 

Library. In early May, we will take the M/W/F 4’s AM and PM to the local grade schools for a 

kindergarten visit. More information will be in the monthly newsletters, as these other trips get closer. 

 

Pictures-We will be having our pictures taken by PMI Photography on Thursday, November 14th for 

our T/TH 3’s and Friday, November 15th for our M/W/F 4’s. The photos will be ready in time for the 

holidays.  PMI takes beautiful school portraits, as well as group pictures. Photo order forms will be 

sent home at the end of October. 
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Clothing-Our school activities include playing outside and projects that can get messy, so please 

keep this in mind when dressing your child. We often go outside so please dress and/or send your 

child with appropriate outdoor clothing.  We always highly recommend closed-toed shoes for safety. 

Once we are all wearing our jackets, it is not unusual to have duplication.  It is very important to label 

your child’s jacket with their name.  To assist the teachers, we ask that you start to work with your 

child on identifying and practicing putting on their coat independently.  Of course, we will help the 

children, but this is a vital skill to begin at this age.  Also, it would be a good idea to label the outside 

of the backpacks as well. 

 

Holiday Celebrations-There will be a Halloween celebration with costumes and treats on 

Wednesday, October 30 for the 4’s and Thursday, October 31 for the 3’s.  The teachers take care of 

planning and running this day.  A sign-up for treats will be posted in mid-October.  Please join us 

during the last 15 minutes of class to take pictures and listen to the children’s songs.  For 

Thanksgiving we will have Feast Days on November 25 and 26. The thankful teachers will provide all 

the food. Before the holiday break on December 19 and 20 we will enjoy a party and festive snack.  A 

sign-up for treats will be posted in early December.  Please join us during the last 15 minutes of class 

on these days for holiday singing.  More celebration days will take place during the second half of the 

year and we will keep you updated in the newsletters. 

 

Open House-We will be having our annual open house on Tuesday, February 18 and Wednesday, 

February 19 from 6:30-8:00 pm. Please come on one of these nights to see some of the educational 

artwork that the children will be proud to show off.   

 

Wish List-At our preschool, we traditionally have our “Giving Tree”, which lists items we could use in 

our classroom.  This year look for our Preschool Toolbox and the colorful tools with needed items. 

This program is completely optional.  We happily accept donations for our learning stations, so when 

you decide to sort through your gently used puzzles, games, kitchen, dolls, trucks, dress up, 

Halloween costumes, and more, please keep us in mind.  We thank everyone in advance for the 

donation of new and gently used items. 

 

Progress Reports-We will be sending home progress reports with the children in late fall, the end of 

January and at the end of the school year.  We feel these are helpful tools to understand how your 

child is progressing, but we will also be communicating with you throughout the year on a regular 
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basis.  Please refer to the attached objectives as our guidelines for what we will be working on 

throughout the year. 

 

Illness-We will have hand sanitizer placed on the shelf next to the entry door.  It is also available at 

every teacher’s bookshelf. Parents, please help your child to clean their hands before entering the 

classroom.  Please remember that any contagious illness such as pink eye, strep throat, chicken pox, 

or fever must be reported to the teachers. We are required to inform patrons of contagion exposure.  

Also, children must be free from flu-like symptoms and/or fever for 24 hours before returning to 

school.  We do have a health manual that has been provided by the Lake County Health Dept., which 

lists the symptoms and incubation period, in case you would like to refer to it at any time. 

Absences--If for any reason your child will be absent from Preschool, we ask that you notify us. If it is 

a planned absence, please try to inform your child’s teacher in advance. If the absence is due to 

illness or is a last-minute decision, please call us at (847) 526-4605 and leave a message for your 

child’s teacher. 

Fire Drill Practice-There will be two fire drill practices done this year; one in the fall and one in the 

spring.   We will notify you of this ahead of time, so you can go over fire safety with your child and 

reinforce with them that this is an important skill to understand. 

 

Toys from Home-Please do your best not to bring toys from home. We know at this age it can 

sometimes be difficult.  We will be happy to work with you and your child on an individual basis to 

help them feel more secure in separating. 

 

Curriculum-We present our curriculum in themes, meaning that we are teaching with a holistic 

approach where the concepts and cognitive thinking process are all interwoven.  You will notice the 

concepts such as the alphabet, shapes, colors and numbers will be introduced throughout the 

curriculum as they relate to the themes.  This year we will be continuing to increase our use of 

educational and art centers to further enhance your child’s education.  Children will be encouraged to 

participate in a wide variety of learning activities while engaged in a more experiential and hands-on 

approach. The more formal instruction regarding the alphabet recognition and writing will be taught in 

order starting in October with “A” and ending in May with “Z”.  We teach with a positive, “can do” 

approach.  We feel that positive praise is the best technique to encourage all the children to give 

things a try while doing their best (whatever level that may be).  We try to foster friendship, sharing 

and caring in all that we do.  Our preschool offers an environment with creative play, but we ask for 

your help to encourage your child with positive role play to decrease the amount of negative and/or 
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aggressive behaviors in the classroom (i.e.-no hurting a friend with pushing or pulling, no leaving a 

friend out, no making toys into weapons) 

 

Safety Information-Our preschool building will only be unlocked 5 minutes before the drop off and 

pick up times. We ask that you wait in your car, play at the playground, or time your arrival to coincide 

with this schedule.   Our building will be locked during all times other than this.  We have installed 

peepholes to identify visitors.  Please understand that for the safety of the children and staff that we 

may ask for picture identification more often.  We will be instructing the children that they are not to 

go out the door without a teacher or a parent.  We ask that you support us with this request and have 

your child wait for you to come to the table to pick them up. Also, don’t forget to sign them in and out 

each day.  This is one more safety measure for you and your child. 

 

Drop-off/Pick-Up Procedures-Please be on-time at both drop-off and pick-up.  We only have a 

short time with your children and want to make the most of it.  Please escort your child to their table 

and sign them in.  We encourage you to hug and kiss your child and then leave the classroom.  If you 

have an issue that can’t wait, by all means speak to the teacher.  If it is a discussion that can wait or 

will need extended time, please arrange a time to speak to the teacher outside of our classroom time.  

At both drop-off and pick-up, all our toys, library and centers are “closed”.  Please keep younger 

siblings with you, as this will aid in quicker drop-off and pick-up procedure.  Our timeframe both 

during class and after class is so short that we must limit this.  Parents that are habitually late at pick 

up will be spoken to.  If the situation continues, a fee may be added to your account. 

 

Tuition-Payments are due on or before the first day of the month.  If payment has not been received 

by the 7th of the month, your child will not be allowed to attend preschool until tuition has been paid, 

and a $15 late fee will be added.  For the first month, we ask you to please promptly make your 

payment during the first week of classes.  Payments must either be paid in person at the Wauconda 

Park District Community Center, located at 600 N. Main Street, mailed to the Wauconda Park District 

at the same address, or use the automatic payment plan form that was sent out earlier this summer.  

More forms are available at the community center front desk or on the park district website under the 

preschool tab.  Payments can also be made online, once you have created an account at 

waucondaparks.com. The Preschool teachers will not accept any type of payment. 
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We would like to take an opportunity to introduce the preschool staff to you 

 

Hi, I would like to welcome you and your family to our preschool program.  My name is 

Beth Christianson and I am proud and honored to be the preschool supervisor.  I have 

the joy of being one of the Tuesday/Thursday morning teachers at the Beach House. 

Over the past 14 years, I have been teaching preschool classes for the park district. In 

May of this year, I became the supervisor for the Early Childhood programs and 

Preschool for the park district.  I love to teach and have a passion for working with children as they 

explore, learn and grow at this age. I also currently work as the Christian Education Director for my 

church in Crystal Lake.  I live in Island Lake with my husband Ed; we have been married for 26 years 

and have a daughter Maggie who is a Junior at Clarke University in Dubuque and a son, Patrick who 

is a Freshman at MSOE in Milwaukee.  Maggie and Patrick are past students of As We Grow 

Preschool.  I believe that a positive and caring early education will help to develop a life-long love of 

learning.  I look forward to getting to know all our preschool families as we learn and grow together. 

We have a great year ahead of us! 

 

Hello, my name is Kathy Norris, or Miss Kathy as I am known at school. I am a 30-year 

resident of Wauconda where I have raised my family.  I began teaching preschool at the 

park district 27 years ago when my twin daughters were participants.  All 5 of my 

children, ages 34-14, have graduated from our program, as well as my oldest 

granddaughter.  Over the years I have seen many changes, but our commitment to 

provide children with a safe and fun environment where they can grow socially, emotionally, and 

educationally remains. I am proud to be a part of this wonderful program and looking forward to 

another amazing year! 

 

Hi, my name is Kelly Ftacek.  I have been working for the Park District for 9 years.  This 

is my 7th year teaching in the preschool, but you may have also seen me instructing the 

Early Childhood Education classes at the community center.  I have lived here in 

Wauconda for 12 years.  I have three wonderful children; my son, Logan,16, is a Junior 

at WHS, my daughter, Haiden who is 13 and attends the middle school, and my 

youngest Jaxson is 4. My older children have been involved in a lot of park district programs. I have 

always wanted to work with young children.  My goal over this school year is to get to know your child 

and to start their love of learning, that I hope is carried on into their future. 

 

Hi!  My name is Stacey Tyrken and I am very excited to have the opportunity to work 

with your children this school year.  This is my second-year teaching at the Wauconda 

Park District. I look forward to again teaching with Ms. Lynn in the 2-year-old Preschool 

Program and I am excited to join the teachers at the Beach House, where I will also be 

teaching the four-year old’s at the “green table.” I am especially fond of the green table 
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as all three of my daughters were so fortunate to be students of Ms. Marie’s at this very same place.  

I received my education degree from Illinois State University. After graduation I worked for the Lake 

County Health Department as a Health Educator at the elementary school level. I live in Volo with my 

3 daughters, Olivia is 11, Charlotte is 9 and Raegan is 6.  “As We Grow Preschool” is near and dear 

to my heart as it was such a positive and rewarding experience, not only for my daughters, but for me 

as well.  I’m really looking forward to getting to know each of you and your children.  I can’t wait for a 

year full of fun, learning and new adventures!  

 

Hi! My name is Renée Friederich and this is my 4th year working for the Wauconda 

Park District. I started teaching in the early childhood classes before moving into the 

preschool program. I received my bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education at 

Northeastern Illinois University. In addition to teaching preschool, I have taught both 

first grade and second grade before becoming a mom. My husband and I recently 

celebrated our 10-year wedding anniversary. We live in Volo with 3 beautiful children, Natalie (8) 

Gabrielle (5) and Bradley (1) and our dog, Mic. I’m excited to be working down at the beach house 

and I look forward to a wonderful year and getting to know each of you! 

 

Hi, my name is Tiffany Kraft. I’m thrilled to be joining the “As We Grow” Preschool team 

as a teacher in the four-year-old classroom. I received my BA Degree from Western 

Illinois University and have enjoyed teaching both preschool and kindergarten age 

students during the course of my career. I’ve also had the privilege of both coaching 

and coordinating some of the many early childhood sports and community activities 

offered throughout the Wauconda Community Area. I reside in Lakemoor and now claim myself an 

“empty nester”, as my three children are now grown. Kelsey age 27 is a nurse at Lutheran General 

Hospital, Tyler age 25 is a Marketing Manager with The Boathouse Group, Tristan age 19 is entering 

his sophomore year in college. I’m super excited to be dedicating my newfound time and energy to 

your precious children and their educational development. Can’t wait to get started! 
 

My name is Lynn Snyder.  This is my 14th year teaching the 2-year old preschool and 

my 11th year teaching Pre-Kindergarten.  I am very excited to once again have this 

opportunity to work with your children. I also have the pleasure teaching several of the 

early childhood classes.  My husband and I just celebrated our 23rd anniversary and 

have two boys, Zack, who is a freshman at Marquette University and Kyle, who is a 

sophomore in high school.  We have enjoyed living in Port Barrington for the last fifteen years.  I 

received my teaching degree from the University of St. Francis in Joliet and have over 23 years 

teaching experience from preschool to 1st grade. I look forward to another wonderful year and getting 

to know each of you. (Ms. Lynn teaches at the Community Center building.) 
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Objectives for As We Grow Preschool       
School Year 2019-2020 
Tues-Thurs Three-Year Olds 
 

Language Arts 

Learns to be a good listener. 

Develops an awareness of letters. 

Develops an awareness of letters in association with their sounds. 

Begins a sense of order and recognition of all capital and lower-case letters. 

Knows first and last name. 

Has beginning writing skills. 

Listens attentively to a story. 

Understands the sequence of a story. 

 
Math 
Recognizes and names the eight basic colors. 

Recognizes and names shapes (circle, square, triangle, rectangle). 

Begins to recognize numbers 1-10. 

 
Fine Motor 
Developing pencil grip. 

Developing scissor skills. 

Developing ability to manipulate large buttons and zippers. 

 
Large Motor 
Developing large muscle coordination. 

 

Social and Emotional 
Has a positive relationship with teachers. 

Separates easily from parent. 

Waits patiently for turn. 

Is making friendships. 

Works or plays alone, in a small group, in a large group. 

Acknowledges needs/feelings of others. 

Expresses feelings effectively. 

Participates in circle time. 

Shares, takes turns, compromises and cooperates. 

Follows classroom rules and is aware of consequences. 

 
Working Skills 
Responsible for cleaning up snacks. 

Ability to finish activity once started. 

Participates in group discussion. 

 
Music 
Participates in songs and movement. 

 
Art 
Willingly tries various art methods. 
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Objectives for As We Grow Preschool      
School Year 2019-2020 
Mon-Wed-Fri Four-Year Olds 
 

Language Arts 

Learns to be a good listener. 
Develops an awareness of letters, words, and other print around them. 
Knows the difference between letters and words. 
Understands concepts of print. 
Develops an awareness of letters in association with their sounds. 
Begins a sense of order and recognition of all capital and lower-case letters. 
Writes First name. 
Knows first and last name. 
Writes upper- and lower-case letters. 
Listens attentively to a story. 
Understands the sequence of a story. 
 
 
Math 
Recognizes and names the eight basic colors. 
Recognizes and names shapes (circle, square, triangle, rectangle, diamond, oval). 
Classifies objects by common properties. 
Rote count to 20. 
Recognizes and writes numbers 1-10. 
Understands and creates patterns. 
Gathers information from a graph. 
 
Fine Motor 
Holds a pencil correctly. 
Holds scissors correctly. 
Cuts out a shape. 
Manipulates large buttons and zippers. 
 
Large Motor 
Uses large muscles (jumping, hopping, skipping, galloping, bouncing and catching balls). 
 
Social and Emotional 
Expresses thoughts clearly and with confidence. 
Takes care of personal needs. 
Acknowledges needs/feelings of others. 
Works or plays alone, in a small group, in a large group. 
Has a positive relationship with teachers. 
Tries to solve personal problems. 
Expresses feelings effectively. 
Sits and listens at carpet time. 
Shows emotional control. 
Keeps hands, feet and unkind words to self. 
 

Working Skills 
Participates in circle time. 
Shares, takes turns, compromises and cooperates. 
Follows classroom rules and is aware of consequences. 
Follows directions. 
 
Music 
Participates in songs.and movement. 
Art 
Willingly tries various art methods. 
Independently cuts, glues, colors and traces with control. 
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Objectives for As We Grow Preschool      
School Year 2019-2020 
Pre-K program 
 

Language Arts 
Learns to be a good listener. 
Develops an awareness of letters, words and other print around them. 
Knows the difference between letters and words. 
Understands concepts of print. 
Develops an awareness of letters in association with their sounds. 
Begins a sense of order and recognition of all capital and lower-case letters. 
Writes first name. 
Knows first and last name. 
Writes upper- and lower-case letters. 
Listens attentively to a story. 
Understands the sequence of a story. 
 
Fine Motor 
Holds a pencil correctly. 
Holds scissors correctly. 
Cuts out a shape. 
 
Math 
Recognizes and names the eight basic colors. 
Recognizes and names shapes (circle, square, triangle, rectangle, diamond, oval). 
Classifies objects by common properties. 
Rote count to 20. 
Recognizes and writes number to 20. 
Understands and creates patterns. 
Gathers information from a graph. 
 
Large Motor  
Uses large muscles (jumping, hopping, skipping, galloping, bouncing and catching balls). 
 
Social and Emotional 
Expresses thoughts clearly and with confidence. 
Takes care of personal needs. 
Acknowledges needs/feelings of others. 
Works or plays alone, in a small group, in a large group. 
Has a positive relationship with teachers. 
Tries to solve personal problems. 
Expresses feelings effectively. 
Sits and listens at carpet time. 
Shows emotional control. 
 
Working Skills 
Participates in circle time. 
Shares, takes turns, compromises and cooperates. 
Follows classroom rules and is aware of consequences. 
Follows directions. 
 
Music 
Participates in songs.and movement. 
 
Art 
Willingly tries various art methods. 
Independently cuts, glues, colors and traces with control. 
 
 
 
These are the objectives we will be working towards throughout the school year. 


